
“  Tips For Schools To Support Families Experiencing Custody Issues”   

1. Communicate with both parents directly.  Don't rely on or expect one parent to pass information on to the other
parent.

2. Allow for two households to be on all communication lists, emergency contact cards and directories.  Allow access
and log ins for two households for online portals and newsletters.

3. Allow for both parents to attend conferences, events, activities and volunteer opportunities.  Give both parents equal
opportunities for participation.

4. Don't align with or favor one parent over the other parent.  Don't engage in disparaging or gossiping about a parent
with the other parent.  Treat both parents equally.

5. Don't take directions or orders from a child or a parent regarding excluding the other parent.

6. Don't burden students with being the gatekeepers of their parents.  Be an authoritative but neutral zone where
students can receive support from both parents. Children need the support of both parents to be mentally and
emotionally healthy.

7. Take directions and actions based on legal documents such as court orders, protective orders and not based on verbal
or written statements made by one parent about the other parent. Uphold a parent's legal right to conference, legal right
to information, legal right to joint educational decision making, sole right to educational decision making, etc. based on
legal documents.

8. “Make it easy” for the kids to have both parents at events etc.  It's okay to have separate conferences or to have the
parents sit in different areas if necessary to keep the peace but it's not okay to exclude one parent entirely.

9. Make sure your school counseling offices always have parental alienation and co parenting educational materials
and resources available for parents and students. Have your school give all employees formal co-parenting and parental
alienation education and training to recognize the signs of parental alienation and to be equipped to help the students
dealing with parental alienation (defined as Child Psychological Abuse by the American Psychiatric Association.)

10. Materials, resources and certified training can be provided by Wendy Perry Co-parenting and Parental Alienation
Education Services.  Contact information below.

“Make co-parenting the school's policy, not the child's burden.”  

Wendy Perry 
Co-parenting and Parental Alienation Education and Support

Website:  www.wendyjperry.com/schools
Email:  wendyperryconsulting@gmail.com

Phone:  817-374-0063 


